STOWLANGTOFT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

THE COMMON ROOM, ST GEORGE’S ROAD

MONDAY 18th November 2013 AT 7.15 PM
Present: Councillors J Orlopp, N Kaines, J Godfrey, District Councillor R Barker and County Councillor J Storey.  Mrs M Gardiner (clerk) was also in attendance.
1
Apologies for absence: Cllr D D’Lima, S Wilkinson, J Catchpole.
2 
Declarations of interest: none.
3 
Public Forum:  no subjects were raised by the public.
4
County Councillors Report:.  
Cllr Storey tabled the following report, which was read to the meeting, following  which she answered questions from Councillors and public.
Cabinet meeting 5th November (Venue: Endeavour House, Ipswich)
There are three main items on the agenda for the Cabinet meeting on 5th November. 

The first item is the SCC response to the consultation on the Gas-fired power station proposed at Eye airfield.  SCC is stating that it supports the development in principle but is seeking assurances that the environment of Suffolk will be adequately protected.   It is also asking that every effort is made to maximise the benefit to the local people and the local economy.  There are other issues that the council will be relaying to Progress Power – namely the socio-economic factors, transport issues, local labour and skills market and the effects on tourism the this development should be taking into account.

The next main item is that of the Quarterly Budget monitoring report.  This is showing that current expenditure trends are on course to be within the budget set for the year.  There is a budget overspend in Adult and Community Services – mainly on care purchasing - and the report recognises that this is one of the most challenging elements of the budget.   The Children and Young Peoples directorate are forecasting an underspend – mainly as a result of vacancies not being filled.   

Agenda item 8 is the proposal to approve a budget of up to £1.6m to develop Chilton Woods, on the outskirts of Sudbury, to outline planning application stage.  Over the last 8 years there have been two main developers that have been partners in this scheme – Redrow Homes being the latest.  They have pulled out.  The costs will be analysing the use of the land, bringing in other landowners, and securing planning permission from Babergh District Council.  The cost of doing this will be recouped in the eventual return on the sale of the land.
Budget Scrutiny
Part of the Cabinet meeting is given over to a report from the Chairman of the Scrutiny Committee.  In the last month there has been a meeting looking at the basis for the budget – where the money comes from, where it goes to, and how the budget is being managed in this financial year.  There is another Scrutiny meeting, on 21st November, where the individual Directorates will be looked at.  I am particularly interested in the proposals that have been put forward in the past – and seeing if they are delivering the savings that were promised from ‘new ways of working’.   The scrutiny committee members will be looking at the forward plans of each Directorate and asking if they are enough to meet the financial challenges that we have ahead of us.  

It should be an interesting meeting – and members of the public are welcome to attend.
All committee papers are published on-line from the SCC website www.suffolk.gov.uk
Cllr Barker asked about the future of Badwell Ash School.  Cllr Storey will look into the fact that parents have been told that the school will be closing at Christmas.  She is aware that the school will close as there are only 23 pupils, but she wasn't aware of the Christmas deadline
5
District Councillor’s report: 


Cllr Barker reported that MSDC were busy setting budgets and trying to balance money problems.  They are looking at every aspect of money saving, including sharing an office at some time in the future. If households moved 1% of their rubbish from landfill to the recycling bin it would save £200K.

They were particularly looking at grass-cutting costs. Mowers spend a lot of time travelling to cut small areas of council-owned grass in villages.  Parishes may be asked to become responsible for these or ownership transferred completely.  SCC cut some footpaths and this may be delegated to parishes as well.

Cllr Barker congratulated the village on another very successful fireworks event. 

He asked about plans to commemorate the WW1 anniversary next year.  This will be discussed under a separate agenda item.
Cllr Kaines asked if there had been any change in items that could be put in the  recycling bin.  A small number of tetra-packs are permissible, otherwise no change at present..  

Did Cllr Barker know of any land in the parish that might be sold off? He would investigate and let the parish know.
6
Police Report:  PC Clare Wayman reported as follows:.
Reported Crimes.
There have been two reported crime in the Parish of Stowlangtoft since our last report,

On 10/10/13 ST/13/2938 refers a burglary dwelling took place.

On 10/10/13 ST/13/2939 refers a burglary dwelling took place. 

PC Wayman reported that these were caused by insecurities and advised everyone to secure windows and doors..
IF YOU HAVE INFORMATION OR ARE SUSPICIOUS ABOUT ANYTHING REPORT IT on 101 and IF YOU THINK A CRIME IS BEING COMMITTED ALWAYS DIAL 999.
GENERAL
The latest statistics show overall crime down by more than 5% compared to last year. 
Ongoing Crime Prevention Advice.
Take pictures of valuable items and record their identification numbers or register them on the National database “Immobilise.” If you have valuable mobile equipment consider having tracking devise fitted.
Police Direct.
Police Direct is the way to find out what is going on in your neighbourhood. You can get the latest information about crime and policing in your area by, text, email or telephone by registering free at www.suffolk.police.uk or telephone 01473 613997.
TWITTER   You can follow us @midsuffpolice.  

HOW ARE WE DOING - Priorities
1 Along with our partners, we are committed to reducing crime and anti-social behaviour across the county.  Together we have developed Minimum Standards of service for victims and witnesses of anti-social behaviour, ensuring a high level of service is provided across the county. 
The current Priorities for Mid Suffolk Central are:-
.2
To identify antisocial parking in Debenham  and to enforce existing restrictions  
 3
To work with Thorndon school on parking to improve road safety
Have Your Say
The Community Priority Setting Meeting is now open to the public and is where our priorities for the following month will be set, please come along and raise any issues. 

The next meeting will be on 06 January 2014, at Creeting St Mary Village Hall, All Saints Road, Creeting St Mary. ,IP6 8NF

The Meeting starts at 7.00pm and finishes at 8pm. All members of the Parish Council as well as the public are invited to attend when they can bring any issues/concerns to the meetings attention. 
IF YOU HAVE INFORMATION OR ARE SUSPICIOUS ABOUT ANYTHING REPORT IT ON 101 and IF YOU THINK A CRIME IS BEING COMMITTED ALWAYS DIAL 999.
Contact us
Tel: 101 & ask to speak to the Mid Suffolk Central Team
E-mail: midsuffcentral.snt@suffolk.pnn.police.uk
Website: www.onesuffolk.co.uk/safersuffolk/midsuffolkcentral 
Cllr Barker asked about hare-coursing in the area.  A vehicle was seized recently, which had travelled from Surrey, before hare-coursing had been able to take place. 

Ring 999 if any such activity witnessed..
7
Approve the minutes of the meeting held on 15th September 2013

The minutes were approved as a true record and signed by the Vice-Chairman.
8
Clerk’s report: 
SALC have advised that a new edition of the Good Councillors' Guide is now available.  Clerk to order eight copies.

The clerk distributed meeting dates for 2014.  A list will be placed on the noticeboard.

Standing Orders: amendments are available.  For discussion in 2014.
9
Finance Report: was circulated and payments agreed. 

The budget paper was thoroughly discussed and possible savings considered.


The parish council will need to budget for increased grass-cutting charges for the  churchyard.  Cllr Kaines proposed that we discontinue our subscription to Suffolk Acre, which has merged to become Suffolk Action.  We do not use their services at all.  No other way to cut the budget was immediately identifiable so we may have to use some of our reserves again next year.
10
Planning matters – none at present.
11
Highway matters:  
Speedwatch – nothing to at present.  Cllr Storey to be asked to chase Police re reason for us being unable to site the equipment.

Mud on road – The road between A1088 and Pakenham is very muddy and dangerous due to farm vehicles entering and exiting the potato field. Clerk to contact Pakenham's clerk. 

The offending sign on the A1088 has still not been removed.
12
Website – After considerable discussion the clerk was asked to draft a Onesuffolk website.
13
WW1 Commemoration

The Chairman suggested that poppy seeds could be scattered on the church bank.

After discussion it was agreed that a small area (approx 2m sq) around the village sign should be cleared for this purpose.  Residents might like to place small crosses in memory of family members who lived in the village.  It could be edged with flints.  Clerk to inform Cllr Barker as the land belongs to MSDC.  Cllr Godfrey will look into the purchase of seeds.  Perhaps a church service could be held there.

It was also suggested that a village hall be hired to show WW1 memorabilia and to hold a village event – perhaps with food from that time.  Perhaps the Village Social Committee might like to get involved.  For further discussion.
14
Correspondence   .

MSDC


Waste Services


SALC


Annual Report
Clerk & Councils Direct
14
Open Forum

The firework evening went very well, although less people attended than last year.   The weather forecast may have put some people off.  It was suggested that new signs might help to compete with neighbouring villages. Profit not yet known.  

The Parish Council has now been given a key to the Meeting Room.
15
Date of next meeting:   Monday 20th January 2014 at 7.15pm in the Meeting Room, St George's Road.
